


January 2012


Dear Parent/Carer

GCSE Controlled Assessments

You may be aware that the subjects your son/daughter is studying will have a controlled assessment which contributes up to 40% of the overall award.  You can now view a timetable for controlled assessments on our website, shown under ‘Exams’.

Controlled assessment is a form of internal assessment where the control levels are set for each stage of the assessment process: task setting; task taking and task marking and has replaced coursework in new GCSE specifications.  It also applies to internally-assessed Functional Skills and Principal Learning units. 

Controlled assessment measures subject specific skills that may not necessarily be tested by external assessment. 

Depending on the level of control defined within the specification, controlled assessments may take place for example: 

· in a normal timetabled lesson or other defined session under supervised conditions; 
· entirely within the centre under supervision with controlled access to resources; or 
· outside the centre and involve research with limited supervision. 

Controlled assessments may take place at any time during the course.  Therefore it is very important that your child should attend college at all times and not take holidays during term time.

Please contact the subject teacher if you require any further information regarding controlled assessment.

Yours sincerely




Mr N Sheppard
Deputy Headteacher
